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And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my 
people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of 
her plagues —REVELATION 18: 4. 


No, 14. Vol, LII. Thursday, April 6, 1899, Price One Penny, 


DISCOURSE BY ELDER MATTHIAS F. COWLEY. 


[Concluded from page 198.] 

Now, I have departed from my subject. I commenced to say that the 
Latter-day Saints do not deny the power of God, though we have a form 
of godliness. We have the principle of faith, the principle o repentance, 
(which are more than forms) and we have the ordinance of baptism, the 
form of which is immersion. One object is the remission of in a; that is 
not the only object. We have a form of the imposition of hands after the 
ancient pattern, for the reception of the Holy Ghost. Bat we do not deny 
the power of God. We do not deny the necessity, we do not eny the 
possibility, nor the probability, of God speaking from the heavens in this 
dispensation and reinstating the same order that existed among the 
Apostles of Jesus Christ in the land of Palestine. We do not deny the 
necessity of the power of God in healing the sick. We do not deny the 
necessity of the spirit of prophecy. We do not deny the necessity of the 
power of God in receiving revelation from heaven to guide us in the walks 
of life, and to show us how to carry out the principles of divine truth con- 
tained in holy writ. We do not deny the power of God; therefore, if 
you take the injunction of the Apostle Paul, you will not turn away from 
the Latter-day Saints. You will take his admonition, and prove all things, 
and hold fast that which is good. Every man and woman ought to have 
that moral courage and that integrity to righteous principles, that they 
dare to stand up for the principles of right and truth wherever they find 
them. They ought to have the moral courage that will sustain them in 
the investigation into the merits of people and into the principles which 
they have espoused, no matter how much that people may be misunder- 
stood, or how much they may have been maligned and misrepresented by 
wicked and designing men among the nations of the earth. 
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Concerning those who have a form of godliness, but deny the power 
thereof, Paul says they are “ever learning, and never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth.“ I take it that Paul here was talking aboutreligious 
truth more particularly, although it is our conviction that when the light 
of revelation makes known a scientific truth you can depend upon it, 
because God created the heavens and the earth. He ordained the laws 
that govern them, and it is no more inconsistent to go to God for light on 
these subjects than it is for a man who has a broken watch to go toa 
watchmaker to have it repaired, instead of taking it to a tinker, or a 
blacksmith, or a carpenter. Go to the great astronomer of the universe, 
the great Geologist of the earth; and when you get communication from 
that Being upon any subject you can depend upon it that itis right. But 
Paul was talking about religious truth when he said they are “ever learn- 
ing, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.” The reason 
is very patent—they do not receive the spirit of truth. 

I wish to call your attention to a few more passages of scripture bearing 
upon this subject. In ancient Israel they taught the same doctrine 
exactly, so far as the operation of the Spirit of God is concerned and the 
impossibility of going according to the will of God without revelation. 
Solomon said: 

“Where there is no vision, the people perish.”—Proverbs 29: 18. 


That was verified in the history of Israel. Whenever they turned a 
deaf ear to inspiration and slew the prophets, they went into darkness, 
doubt and unbelief. 

The Prophet Amos said: 


“Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but He revealeth His secret unto 
His servants the prophets.” Amos 3: 7. 


This shows that when He desires to accomplish a religious work on the 
earth He will have Prophets to receive His mind and will. 

Many other passages of Scripture might be referred to, direct state- 
ments from men possessed of divine authority to speak in the name of the 
Lord, that where there is no revelation the people perish. 

I want to refer to one or two passages of Scripture respecting the estab- 
lishment of a new dispensation. I said that these young men had been 
out testifying to the world that the Lord had restored the Gospel after 
the ancient pattern. They have been asserting that they have received a 
conviction to their souls that the Lord has established what is called the 
dispensation of the fullness of times—that is, a dispensation when the 
Gospel should be restored with all the power that any and every other 
previous dispensation ever possessed among the children of men; a dis- 
pensation, too, in which the work of God should be consummated with- 
out interruption, or without being taken from the earth, in harmony with 
the prophecy contained in the interpretation of the dream of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, which I cannot take time to read, but it represented the kingdoms 
of the earth from Nebuchadnezzar down to these modern kingdoms that 
should grow out of the Roman empire, and which should spread abroad 
and mingle themselves with the seed of men. Daniel makes this assertion: 


| 
} 
| 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 211 


“And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a king- 
dom, which shall never be destroyed.”—Daniel 2: 44. 

That kingdom was not set up in the days of the Savior, for those kings 
did not exist. It was to be accomplished in the days of these kings; 
and in the days of Jesus the Roman empire, represented by the legs of 
iron, bore sway over the nations. 


Again he says: 
„And the kingdom shall not be left to other people.”—Daniel 2: 44. 


It was not accomplished in the days of Jesus, for the Gospel and the 
kingdom was left to other people. Read the 43rd verse of the 21st 
chapter of Matthew—but perhaps I had better read it. 


“Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures.” 


So say [ unto you, Did ye never read the scriptures? Did you never 
desire to have your eyes opened, that you might see and understand the 
truth as it isin Christ Jesus? Did you never throw off the shackles which 
bind you to believe that you must accept a private interpretation of the 
truth, instead of the assertion of the Apostle Peter, where he says: 

“Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the Scripture is of any private 


interpretation. 
“For the — came not in old time by the will of man; but holy 


r * spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. II Peter 

Not men with scholastic attainments necessarily, but men of God wrote 
and spoke as they were moved upon by the Holy Ghost. 

“Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the Scriptures, the stone 
which the builders rejected, the same has become the head of the corner ; 
this is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes? 

“Therefore say [ unto you, the kingdom of God shall be taken from you, 
and given to a nation bringiug forth the fruits thereof.”—Matthew 21: 42, 43. 

Paul said, in preaching to the Jews: 


“Tt was necessary that the word of God should first have been spoken 
to you; but seeing ye put it from Se? ro judge yourselves unworthy of 
everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles.”—Acts 13: 468. 

E time would permit, I could go unto the prophets, to Paul, and Peter, 
and Jude, and John the Revelator, and show you that the Gospel was 
taken from the Gentiles; for as God spared not the natural tree, so He 
spared not the wild branches that had been engrafted on to it. 

So it was not the day that Daniel spoke of. 

Again, Daniel says: | 

And it shall stand forever.”—Daniel 2: 44. 

That was to be a peculiar characteristic of the kingdom of God that 
Jesus should establish in the last days; it should stand for ever, and 
nothing should prevail against it. ! 

We can afford to be patient, to suffer persecution, to be lied about and 
misrepresented. Why? Because this is not our work; it is not the work 
of Joseph Smith, not the work of Brigham Young, not the work of John 
Taylor, or of Wilford Woodruff, or of Lorenzo Snow; but it is the work of 
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Almightg God. He established it; He has protected and perpetuated it 
thus far, and He will do so for ever. It is God's work, and not the work 
of man. And I want you to hear my testimony, for I have received this 
witness from God. 

This dispensation was prophesied of by Paul and many others. Paul 
speaking of Jesus, says: 

“In whom we have — through his blood, the forgiveness of 

ins, according to the riches of his grace; 

“Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; _ 

“Having made knewn unto us the mystery of His will, according to His 
good pleasure which He hath purposed in himself; 

“That in the dis tion of the fullness of times he might gather 
together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which 
are on earth; even in him.”—Ephesians 1: 7-10. | | 

So that every truth and every man and woman who loves the truth, and 
who would be enlightened by the spirit of truth, should be gathered in 
one in the day of this great dispensation; in other words, they should be 
baptized by one spirit into one body, they should see eye to eye, they 
should understand alike. And, my brethren and sisters, the Holy Ghost 
never contradicts himself. When he teaches me baptism by immersion, 
he will not teach you baptism by sprinkling, and another the form of 
pouring. He will teaeh all alike. Let me call your attention to the 
prayer of Jesus, that you may know He designed them to beone. He says: 


“Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe 
on me through their word; 


“That they all A one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in Thee, 
that they also ma one in us: that the world may believe that thou 
hast sent me.”—John 17: 20, 21. 

Here was a statement from the lips of the Blessed Redeemer Himself, 
tantamount to saying, “If ye are not one, the world will not believe your 
testimony; but, if ye are one, bear the same testimony, teach the same 
truth, the world would believe that thou hast sent me.” Talk about 
divisions, and fragments of truth, and a lack of unity of faith, it is because 
we have strayed far from the narrow way. 

Here is a prophecy of Peter: | 

“Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted 
out, w the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the 


“And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you; 

“Whom the heaven must receive until the times of the restitution of all 
thi which God hath spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets 
since world began.”—Acts 3: 19-21. 

Now, there is nothing mysterious about that. There is no dark saying 
in that. It is not veiled in the mystery of human learning. It is plain, 
and means exactly what it says, that before the Son of God shall come to 
reign in power upon the earth there shall be a restitution, and that means 
a bringing back of that which was lost. If they had Apostles, that power 
must be restored. If they had revelation, it must come again. If they 
had power to heal the sick, it must be restored. If they could speak in 
tongues by the inspiration and power of the Holy Ghost, it must come 
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again. So that every gift and every grace, and every power and qualifica- 
tion that characterized the work of God in any and all previous dispensa- 
tions must be restored. If I had time, I could go into detail, and 
show you the specific statements of prophets concerning restoration. I 
will read but two or three verses. Before the Savior entered into the 
ministry actively, there was a forerunner, who went before Him and 
preached repentance and remission of sins, and administered in the ordin- 
ance of baptism for the remission of sins. When they asked him if he was 
that Prophet of which Moses had spoken, he said, No. When they asked 
dim if he was the Christ, he said, No. When they asked him, “Who art 
thou?” he said: “Iam the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make 
straight the way of the Lord.” Now, I wish to show you that in the last 

days a forerunner should come. 

“Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before 
me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his . even 
the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, 
saith the Lord of hosts. 

“But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when 
he appeareth? for he is like a refiner’s fire, and like fuller’s soap: 
cone of Lav, end pirge a: gil cad sliver tans (ty may 
unto the offerin ”__Malachi 3: 1-3. — 

I wish you to notice the items of this prophecy. First, that a messenger 
should come before the Lord. That messenger in the days of Jesus was 
John the Baptist. He never lost the keys of being the forerunner of 
Christ, and that messenger in the last days was John the Baptist; for he 
came on the 15th day of May, 1829, and, he restored this Aaroni= Priest- 
hood—this authority to declare the same old faith, the same repentance, 
and to baptize by authority for the remission of sins. He came on that 
day, and he laid his hands upon Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery, and 
he said unto them: | 


“Upon you my fellow servants, in the name of Messiah, I confer the 
Priesthood of Aaron, which holds the 55 of the ministering of angels, 
and of the gospel of repentance, and of baptism by immersion for the 
remission of sins.” 

And in harmony with the prophecy of Malachi he made the statement. 

“And this shall never be taken again from the earth, until the sons of 
Levi do offer again an offering unto the Lord in righteousness.”—Doctrine 
and Covenants, Section 13. 

How literally this fulfilled the words of Malachi! But if any should 
think that this prophecy alluded to the first coming of Jesus, let me call 
your attention to the specifications. Malachi said: 

“And the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to His temple.” 

He did not come suddenly to His temple then, did he? He was born 
in a stable, and cradled in a manger. He came as other babes, only 
in a more humble condition. Truly did the Prophet say, he descended 
below all things, that he might rise above all things. How could He come 
to His temple suddenly, unless there was a temple for Him to come tot 
Who believes in the building of temples? How could there be a temple 
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for Him to come to unless there should be a people to build it? and how 
could they build it unless they received communication from God. They 
could not get the necessary knowledge from the Bible; they could not get 
it from the Book of Mormon; they could not get it from any of the ancient 
prophets. There must be more light, even as Noah had to receive revela- 
tion in order to build the ark, and as Moses had to receive revelation in 
order to build the ark of the covenant, and Solomon to build the temple. 
It requires revelation to meet the emergencies of every dispensation. 

In the next chapter the same prophet says that there shall come a day 
of judgment, when those who have rejected the truth, who have turned a 
deaf ear to the voice of inspiration and who shed the blood of Prophets and 
saints upon the earth, shall feel the wrath of God. 

“The day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, 
and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble; and the day that cometh shall 
burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them neither 
root nor branch. 

“But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise 
with aos = his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of 
the stall.”—Malachi 4: J, 2. 

“Behold I will send you Elijah the Prophet, before the coming of the 
great and dreadful day of the ”’—Malachi 4: 5. 

Here is another prediction of one of the Prophets that should appear in 
the last days, before the great and dreadful day of the Lord. Andas John 
the Baptist came and restored the Aaronic Priesthood, so the Prophet 
Elijah came and restored the keys of opening up a dispensation of the 
Gospel to those who had died without it, when the authority of God was 
not upon the earth to declare it and officiate in the ordinances thereof. 

Now, inasmuch as I have called your attention to the prophecy of 
Daniel, that the kingdom in the last days should not be given to another 
people, and to the fact that these Prophets should visit the earth, and that 
the work of God should be established upon the earth, I wish to say that 
in the restoration of that Gospel the Prophet Joseph Smith was the recipi- 
ent of these visitations. He received authority first to preach the prepar- 
atory Gospel of faith, repentance and baptism, and subsequently he 
received that higher authority. You know what John said: 

indeed baptize you with water unto repentance; but he that cometh 
after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear; he 
shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire.”—Matthew 3: 11. 

So the higher authority came in the person of Jesus, and was continued 
in the Apostles, until they were slain, and slain without successors to 
perpetuate the Apostleship in the earth, as I might show from the scrip- 
tures. These men held the keys. You remember what Jesus said to 
Peter: 

„will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatso- 
ever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever 
thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”—Matthew 16: 19. 
S0 Peter, James and John visited the earth again, and they placed their 
hands upon the Prophet Joseph Smith and restored the holy Apostleship 
—the authority not only to baptize, but the authority to lay on hands, the 
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authority to administer the emblems of the body and blood of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the authority to build a temple preparatory to the coming of 
the Son of God. And as those powers and keys were not to be taken from 
the earth, so God appointed a way that the same should be perpetuated in 
the earth, and in modern revelation He has explained not only the subject 
of divine authority as a general principle, but He has defined the organi- 
zation of the Church and specified the duties of the various quorums of 
the holy Priesthood in the Church, from the Apostle down to the Deacon. 

He tells us that the presiding authority is the Presidency of the Church 
—three presiding Apostles, or High Priests, as they may be called. Next 
in authority is the quorum of the Twelve Apostles, and when the Presi- 
dent of the Church dies, they preside over the Church until another Presi- 
dent is selected, which is usually their President, because he stands next 
to the Presidency of the Church. And if the Twelve Apostles were des- 
destroyed, there is still power in another council of the holy Priesthood to 
preside over the Church. The Church is organized in such a way (which 
I could show in detail if I had time) as to be perpetuated in the earth 
without interruption, and without doubt or uncertainty as to who the 
man is to stand at the head of it. The Prophet Joseph Smith was the 
instrument under God in establishing this organization. The Prophet 
Brigham Young succeeded him, then the Prophet John Taylor, and follow- 
ing him the Prophet Wilford Woodruff, and now the Prophet Lorenzo 
Snow. Each of these in turn has stood at the head of the quorum of the 
Apostles, the next council in authority to the Presidency of the Church. 

So that there is no possibility of a doubt respecting the perpetuity of 
this authority and of this work upon the earth, at least in the hearts of 
those who have received the light of revelation. 

In conclusion, my brethren and sisters, let me bear testimony to you, as 
an Apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ, one with my brethren, willing to go 
to the ends of the earth without money and without price—for I am no 
better than others—willing to go anywhere and bear this testimony. I say 
to you, my friends, who have not heard this Gospel, who have not come 
within our gates until to-day, we did not get these ideas of Church organi- 
zation, we did not get the Apostleship, nor these principles, by reading, or 
by intellectual attainments. We obtained them by revelation from God. 
Had it not been for these revelations, and the sending forth of angels and 
prophets who have died in ancient times and been resurrected, we would 
have been in the dark respecting these matters. But God has spoken, 
He has given revelation. He has organized His Church. He has restored 
the old blessings, the ancient power. And I say to all, as Peter said upon 
the day of Pentecost. If you have faith in God, and want to be born of 
the Spirit, and will repent of your sins, and be baptized at the hands of 
these men who have testified to you this afternoon, or any others who 
bear the same Priesthood, you shall receive the remission of your sins and 
the gift of the Holy Ghost, and shall know that God has spoken from the 
heavens, that Joseph Smith was a Prophet, and that God’s work has been 
established and will never be destroyed. 

God bless you, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
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A WORLD TO CONQUER. 


Ir is said of Alexander the Great that, after having conquered all 
known parts of the civilized world, he sat down and wept because there 
were no more countries to conquer. Had he turned his attention to his 
inward consciousness he would have found a world inhabited by enemies 
far more formidable than the armies of Darius, or the hosts of India or 
Egypt; but that seemed to be the farthest thing from his thought. 
Allowing his ambitions, his passions, his appetites and his inordinate 
desires to run riot until being completely mastered by them, he was cut 
down in the prime of life unresistingly, by enemies that attacked him 
from within, in his weakest and most unguarded points. 

All who have ambitious desires to accomplish something great and 
praiseworthy in life, can find no more fruitful field for noble endeavor 
than the inner recesses of their own souls. Here may be found many 
enemies to encounter and overcome, many fortifications to be erected, 
many weak points to be guarded and many barbarians to be civilized and 
to be reduced to law and order. 

While the army of Alexander dwindled away during his campaigns 
until only a fraction lived to return, the forces used in overcoming these 
inward foes become stronger with every victory. There is a joy in the 
victory over selfishness in its various forms that is unalloyed with the 
stings of conscience that result from the groans of the dying, the wail of 
widows and orphans and the devastation and misery that follow the 
conqueror of nations. 

“To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is 
in the midst of the paradise of God.” Rev.2: 7. This is a promise for 
the hereafter worth all the endeavors of a life-time, but besides the bless- 
ings for the future there are advantages gained in this life that are well 
worth the struggles to be encountered in overcoming: He who has made 
no endeavors to subdue his passions, appetites and worldly desires, but 
has drifted aimlessly with the stream of humanity, ebbing and flowing 
with the tide of public opinion, knows little of life or of the design of his 
creation. Men become strong only after many struggles with tempta- 
tion; these force them to fortify their weak pointe and arm themselves 
against future attacks. 

In order to accomplish much in life, it is necessary to have a high ideal 
of manhood toward which to work, and among men an example of per- 
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fection cannot be found, but there is no mistaking the true ideal from the 
standpoint of the Christian. Christ is the only true pattern—the only 
one in whose mouth guile was never found. The nearer men can bring 
themselves to His standard the better have they carried out the design of 
their Creator. 

One who has made but little effort to reform his life may see but little 
in himself to overcome, but after having conquered his greater faults and 
removed the greater beams from his eyes, his vision becomes clearer and, 
like the telescope scanning the heavens, it brings into prominence faults 
that appeared of minor importance and reveals others that were unob- 
served through being hidden behind the greater ones, and this condition 
continues, broadening the field for endeavor and conquest, each victory 
giving increased power, determination and courage to press forward, and 
yielding increased joy and satisfaction. Greater than an Alexander, a 
Caesar or a Napoleon is he who, armed with the Spirit, declares and 
executes an uncompromising war on his own evil passions and tendencies. 
Christ says, “The Kingdom of God is within you,” and it has its inward 
foes to overcome and bring into subjection to the will of the Father. 
“With God’s help I will because I ought” should be nailed to the 2 

A. W. 


SOMETHINd ON SINGING. 


SINGING occupies a prominent part in the religious services of the 
Latter-day Saints, and in Utah vast effort has been made for the acquisi- 
tion of ability to take part in this inspiring exercise, and yet, great num- 
bers of our missionaries are unable to aid or lead in this direction. 

The way the Elders go out by two and two furnishes an opportunity, 
we had almost said a necessity, for the possession of some knowledge, at 
least, of the art of song. For opening and dismissing a meeting singing 
is quite common, and when an Elder is compelled to do this of himself, it 
is painful both to him and his hearers, if he is out of key or breaks down 
2 to do that, which surely ought to be easy and familiar to 


In many places there are no Saints nor other available help, and then 
the Elder realizes that one part of his education has been neglected; he 
is under obligations, and the respondent, if willing, is not familiar with 
either our songs or tunes. 

We know an Elder who used to go out into “the highways and by- 
ways” to preach, and he lacked this desirable accomplishment, but a very 
well known tune called “Creation” was half familiar at least, still it was 
reported that before the first verse was ended he had given parts of three 
separate tunes, and the singing ended. 

There is provided for Church purposes quite a variety of stirring songs, 
both as to words and tunes, but these are often pitched too high or too low, 
and the tune is consequently either out of reach or it is so dirge-like as to take 
all the spirit out of a sensitive preacher, and out of a congregation as well. 
And yet we have good singers among us. We remember three or four Elders 
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who used to sing together well, and if ever they planted themselves, which 
they often did, by some old country church when the people were coming 
out on the Sabbath, it seemed impossible for the congregation to get past as 
the singers rolled out, “Hark the Song of Jubilee, Loud as mighty thun- 
ders roar ;” for there was soul in the exercise, the brethren loved it, and it 
might easily be prophesied that even strangers and aliens felt that singing 
in their ears, long after the Elders had departed. 

We never returned to the meeting house again to hear the Gospel, it 
seemed too intolerant, but the singing captivated first, and doubtless many 
have been attracted by the same thing, who otherwise might have found 
but little to encourage them. 

The quality of the Tabernacle Choir gave it eclat, from Salt Lake City 
to Chicago and back; earnestness, warmth, precision, melody, married to 
immortal words enabled that great organization to 


Sing their way and their welcome, 
Into listening ears and hearts, 

Till cheer after cheer unbidden, 
Rolled o’er as the tempest starts. 

They returned with tears of welcome, 
Victorious as twas meet, 

They brought by their songs and music 
The world to our Zion’s feet.” 


While considering the backwardness of many of the Elders, and experi- 
mentally knowing of the power and influence of many of the songs of 
Zion, it was with strange feelings of gladness that we noted in the Deseret 
News, the fact, that our irrepressible musical leader, Professor Stephens, 
is now forming new classes of adults for training in this, to the mis- 
sionary, very desirable accomplishment. To be sure his primary object 
may be to continue the supply of pure fresh voices for his estimable choir, 
but secondary though, it is to aid in the dispersion of additional musical 
ability so as to reach into wards, quorums, social gatherings, and eventu- 
ally into the mission fields of the world. 

The young ladies class already records over five hundred, but the 
young men are largely behind as to numbers, which is to be regretted, as 
an experience here would surely show; good as it is to have the young 
ladies trained, it is equally important any way that the young men, those 
on the threshold of manhood with its responsibilities, should also be 
trained or drilled; they ought to memorize words and tunes as they learn 
other songs, and if there is but little taste and disposition, in view of the 
necessity and advantages, special consideration should be given to this 
interesting accomplishment. 

In connection with this singing, is it necessary to say that in our 
gatherings every verse of a hymn should be sung? we hardly think so; 
the leader of the meeting should have some discretion, he should look the 
hymn over, and determine how much should be sung and what should be 
left out—in the best of hymns there are inappropriate verses, that is they 
do not suit every occasion, and all incongruous sentiments should give 
way to the conditions. 
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As an illustration we often sing “The Spirit of God like a fire is burn- 
ing,” when all the surroundings are chilly, or a chill can be created when 
it is sung with a drawl, or with a sanctimonious softness foreign to the 
spirit of the words. All the singing of the Latter-day Saints should be 
done “with the spirit and with the understanding.” There must be har- 
mony between the exercises and the occasion, and it is at times a grievous 
wrong to a congregation to have disturbed within them, that feeling of 
satisfaction most have felt after an unctuous discourse, one delivered 
under the power of the Holy Spirit. We once knew a preacher who never 
would mar the observed influence of a rich discourse, by the counter 
attraction of an unsympathetic or inappropriate closing song. 

Singing is an intelligent, or should be, religious exercise; it should 
command our warmest thought, and to indulge in the language used in 
some very choice things, seems signally unfitting; how often for instance 
at a funeral have we heard a whole audience join in, “I am willing to be 
tested, and bear my daily cross,” when the spirit was anything but will- 
ing, and if the singer had been taken at his word, it would have been 
more than a surprise. 

That beautiful piece “Nearer my God to Thee, E’en though it be a cross 
which raiseth me,” has been sung often by lips where there was little or 
no response in the heart, such had no wish to be any nearer to God than 
they could avoid, much less to accept the cross as a means of realizing so 
glorious a consummation. In our congregations men and women sing 
with great gusto, lines for private reading or special seasons only: 


“Might I enjoy the meanest place, 
Within thy house, oh God of grace; 

Not thrones of ease or pomp of power 
Should tempt my feet to leave thy door.” 


The sentiment is an echo of one of David's grand old psalms, but it is 
too often sheer sentiment, or repeated mechanically without reference to 
the meaning of the words or the stirring emotions of a wailing heart. 

These illustrations are simply given to inculcate the propriety of intelli- 
gent worship in which singing is so pleasant, and properly used, so in- 
spiring a part. Learn to sing brethren, teach the Saints to sing, let both 
be done in wisdom, blend the words of song into harmony with God and 
His Spirit in the privileges and opportunities of Divine worship; we do 
not wish to emulate the wild sensational methods of some, and we also 
wish to avoid the cold formality of the ultra devout. “Is any merry let 
him sing” says one of the ancient writers, and when those old time Saints 
used to come together, they were exhorted to comfort each other with 
psalms, hymns and spiritual songs, making melody in their hearts before the 
Lord that meant fitness, whatever the condition, harmony and peace as 
befits the suppliants and servants of God when engaged in the worship of 
the sanctuary—of His house—or in any meeting, religious or social, where 
the spirit of order and of God is presumed to be sought, for its presence is 
felt. only in ita richness where all things are in keeping with its loving 
character and ite beneficent inspiration. N, 


- 
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OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT. 


Dvurine the early part of April there will be issued by the Deseret News 
a Church work, entitled “The Articles of Faith,” the same being a series 
of lectures on the principal doctrines of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, by Dr. James E. Talmage. The lectures were prepared 
by appointment of the First Presidency, and the book will be published 
by the Church. It is intended for use as a text book in Church Schools, 
Sunday Schools, Improvement Associations, quorums of the Priesthood, 
and other Church organizations in which the study of Theology is pursued, 
and also for individual use among the members of the Church. The work 
has been approved by the First Presidency, and I heartily commend it to 
the members of the Church. 

Lorenzo Snow. 


The attention of the Elders and Saints is earnestly called to this 
announcement, while the price is not given above we hope to receive many 
orders in advance, assured that it will be not only a desirable aid but one 
positively reliable in all its details. 


TAKING advantage of the holidays we visited President Woolfenden's 
district called the Leeds Conference; met with the Priesthood in Bradford, 
April 1, and had an enjoyable time, both the local brethren and mission- 
aries being present, several of the latter arriving late owing to the inter- 
esting fact that the public baths in Leeds had been utilized for the bap- 
tism of several promising converts. 

Sunday morning, fast-day, found us in Halifax where an excellent after- 
noon meeting was held and evening services also, it was a time of great 
rejoicing. Monday found us in Pudsey where one of the largest and most 
enthusiastic gatherings we had seen in England was ready to greet us; 
Leeds, Dudley Hill, Clayton, Bradford and other places were well repre- 
sented. Nearly 100 sat down to tea, and after a programme had been 
rendered, there was a very reluctant separation. There is surely a rare 
spirit there, unity, peace and prosperity have taken up their abode in the 
hearts of the Saints and Elders. The loving attachment of the people was 
unexpectedly manifested when Elder Wright, now in Bristol, entered the 
room during the exercises; he had an ovation, his three years absence in 
Utah seemed to have intensified the good feeling of those among whom 
he had once labored. 

President Woolfenden feels justly proud of his Conference and his 
Elders, and the happy spirit thereof, if extended, would convert this old 
beclouded earth into the Paradise of God. N. 


Tae Haslingden Guardian gives a very favorable notice of the late 
Lectures delivered there, for which, in the midst of general misunder- 
standing and misrepresentation, the Elders and Saints are appreciative. 
If there was a general turning toward a common sense view of things 
“Mormonic,” it would be of untold benefit to the world at large. 
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Tue official report of the Semi-centennial Commission is to hand, for 
which thanks are due to the able and spirited chairman thereof, Spencer 
Clawson, Esq. of Salt Lake City. 


Norwicne ConFERENcE Notice.—The Semi-Annual Conference of the 
Latter-day Saints of the Norwich Conference District will be held in 
Gordon Hall, Duke Street, Norwich, on Sunday, April 9, 1899. Services 
will commence at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 


ELDER GODFRED ALDERS DEATH. 


WE noted in the Star of March 23, the unexpected death of another 
Elder in the European Mission field. The sad intelligence came from 
President H. E. Bowman by wire on the 18th ult., and this was repeated 
at once to Salt Lake City; further particulars have just come to hand, 
March 30, and a brief synopsis is here given. 

Elder Alder was born in Schwellbrum, Switzerland, July 20, 1848, was 
baptised February 1, 1862, and emigrated August 16, 1869; he was married 
soon after his arrival in Salt Lake City, to Sister Anna R. Ruesch who 
had emigrated in the same company ss the deceased, they soon moved to 
Manti, Sanpete County, Utah, where they have since resided and where 
they have had born to them four sons and three daughters, all of whom 
with his wife, their mother, are still living. 

Brother Alder was an energetic and faithful missionary, and at the time 
of his sickness and death was laboring alone in Chur, the most remote 
part of the Swiss Mission. During this sickness he had his home with 
Brother Braun and family of that district, who gave him all the kindly 
care he could have had in his own family. When the symptoms became 
unfavorable, medical aid was called and a letter sent to President Bowman 
at Berne, who immediately wrote to Elder Keller to go and see Brother 
Alder forthwith, he being near to him, besides being an old and warm 
friend, they having been born, raised, emigrated and lived in Manti 
together, and sent on this mission at the same time. March 13th brought 
a telegram stating that Brother Alder’s case was critical, when Brother 
Bowman started immediately, reaching the bedside of the sick man some- 
time before Brother Keller; his absence from home when the letter reached 
Herisan being the cause of delay. The disease had developed into pneu- 
monia, one lung and half the other were clogged, and a high fever resulting 
so that sleep had been out of the question, yet after administration Brother 
Alder rallied and seemed so much better that Elder Bowman returned to 
Bern assured of his ultimate recovery. However, a relapse set in and on 
Saturday, March 18, at 10 a. m., he peacefully passed away. 

The remains were placed in an hermetically sealed metal casket and 
every thing was done in accordance with the legal requirements so that 
removal can be had if desirable at any future time. 

President Bowman and Elder Keller have written to the bereaved 
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family, and they will receive his effects by one of the companies leaving 
in May. 

The Brethren feel as if they had passed through a very painful and sad 
experience, one they never wish again, and now that it is past, they with us, 
can only ask, while bearing testimony to the zeal of a fellow-laborer, and 
beloved brother, that the spirit of consolation may rest upon the stricken 
household of the departed, that they in the due time of the Lord may be 
able to see through this providence and acknowledge a Father’s ween” 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


PrestDENT E. R. Owen reports as follows: 

“The lectures in the Welsh Conference were a success and I have no 
hesitancy in stating, that much good has been done. All the Saints who 
had the opportunity of attending, have expressed themselves as being, not 
only entertained but instructed. It was a treat—an educational one— 
which was highly appreciated. Professor Palmer is an able lecturer, he is 
clear, fluent, and eloquent, he is truly a word painter, but the pictures 
produced are not overdrawn or exaggerated, nor have they an unnatural 
coloring. He is most ably assisted by Robert Anderson, who deserves 
praise for the assistance given the lecturer, and his own untiring efforts 
in doing all that was possible to make the same a success. The Elders of 
the Welsh Conference are pleased with their visit and we wish them 
success.” 


— 


THE APOSTLE THOMAS IN AMERICA. 


A LATE number of the American Yeclesiastical Review gives space to 
a learned article in which the author maintains that there is some founda- 
tion for the tradition that the Apostle Thomas actually visited America 
and preached the Gospel among the inhabitants. 

The tradition, it appears, is of ancient date, Clement, a contemporary 
of the Apostles, is supposed to refer to this continent in a letter to the 
Corinthians, and if so, he may have obtained his information about this 
“other world” from Thomas himself. Tertullian, too, is supposed to have 
had America in view when he asserted that the Gospel had been preached 
to the inhabitants of “many strange countries and lands unknown to us.” 
The early Christian writers generally asserted that the Gospel message 
was carried to the “uttermost ends of the earth” by the Apostles and 
their immediate assistants. Whether in this expression the Western 
Hemisphere was included, is not clearly apparent. 

More important in this discussion, however, are the traditions and relics 
found on American soil. Peruvians tell of a white-bearded man named 
Thonapa Arnava, who in some remote period of time came from a southerly 
direction. He was clothed in a violet garment and a red mantle, and 
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taught the people to worship God. He healed the sick and performed 
other miracles. Tradition has it that he pronounced judgment against 
the city of Yamquerupa, which was afterwards engulfed in the ocean 
on account of its wickedness. He was then taken prisoner but was set 
free by a beautiful being. Later, however, he suffered death and his body 
was placed on a canoe which was set adrift into the open sea. 

It is supposed that the hero of this Peruvian legend is no other than the 
Apostle Thomas, the name “Thonapa” being the same as Thoma-papas, 
and the surname “Arnava” being the Peruvian word for baptism. Among 
the Chileans there is also a tradition about a bearded man who visited 
their forefathers and performed many miracles. Nieremberg tells of 
similar traditions in Brazil and Lescarbot relates the following: 

The t missi of the Brazili John de Leri, explained on 
to the origin of the — how —ͤ—ũ——6—b— — 
Creator. They Followed him with the test attention and evident 
signs of astonishment. But when he had finished his discourse, one of 
the Elders rose up to answer. “You have told us wonderful things,” he 
said, “that have brought back to our minds what we have often heard 
from our forefathers namely, that very long since a certain Mair, a 
bearded and clothed stranger, had been amongst them, and had sought 
to turn them to the God oem he announced to them; and he spoke as 
you speak now to us; but * would not be led. When he departed an- 


other came, who, to punish them, distributed arms amongst them, with 
which they have ever since been killing one another.” 


There are other traditions presumed to relate to the journeys and labors 
of the Apostle Thomas in various parts of South America, and it is by 
some thought probable that the great Mexican civilizer Quetzalcoatl was 
none other than that Apostle. Thus Sahagun contends that Cohuatl 
means, not “serpent,” but twin, the Greek surname of Thomas Didymus. 

There is very little historical material extant for biographies of the first 
Apostles. Tradition follows Thomas through Parthia, Media, Persia, 
Bactria and India, where, it is supposed, he suffered martyrdom near 
Coromandel. The article in the Ecclesiastical Review is of special interest, 
as showing that the possibility of communication between the two hemi- 
spheres, in those early ages, is no longer a subject outside the pale of 
scientific discussion. The fact that such communication took place is set 
forth in the Book of Mormon, and investigations corroborate and confirm 
that record.— Deseret News. 


— — 


ANOTHER STRANGE Sxor.— One of the strangest sects in India is the 
Vaishnar, the yogis of which take upon themselves the most extra- 


ordinary vows. One in particular has vowed that never while he lives 


will he sit down or otherwise rest himself from an upright position. His 
body is covered with ashes, which have so matted his hair as to give it a 
repulsive appearance. He and his kind bestow blessings on passers-by for 
a consideration. They have a startling gift of prophecy, divination, 
second sight or whatever one may choose to call it. The trick seems to 
be peculiar to this sect and is certainly a wonderful one, according to the 
tales of travelers. 


